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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S Patent No. 5,874,889 to Ray Higdon (Higdon) et aL 

Regarding claim 1, Higdon discloses a method for providing security to a 
transceiver user comprising (abstract, see figures 1 and 2, and col. 1 line 10-col. 2 line 
18): 

a) transmitting information, including a period of time, from a transceiver (vehicle 
security system includes a cellular telephone, comprising a cellular transceiver) to a 
computer (i.e. controller with memory and modem) (see figure 2, col. 3 lines 15-20, col. 
3 lines 51-64, col. 4 lines 7-15, and col. 5 lines 44-48); and 

b) unless the computer is instructed otherwise by the transceiver user, 
transmitting information from the computer to an emergency service provider after the 
period of time has elapsed (see figure 1, col. 2 lines 13-17, and col. 5 line 44-col. 6 line 
11). 
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Regarding claim 2, Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 wherein an alert is 
transmitted from the computer to the transceiver when the period of time has elapsed 
(col. 6 lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 3, Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
transceiver user must transmit a personal identification number in order to prevent 
transmission between the computer and the emergency service provider (col. 5 lines 
60-63, and col. 7 lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 5, Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
transceiver is a cell phone (see claim 5). 

Regarding claim 6, Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
information further comprises text data (col. 1 lines 44-45, and col. 3 lines 56-59). 

Regarding claim 7, Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
information further comprises voice data (col. 3 lines 60-64). 

Regarding claim 8, Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
information further comprises a visual image (col. 2 lines 12-18, and col. 3 line 34). 
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Regarding claim 9, Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
information further comprises the transceiver's location (col. 4 lines 10-15). 

Regarding claim 11, Higdon discloses an apparatus for alerting an emergency 
service provider of an emergency, comprising (abstract, see figures 1 and 2, and col. 1 
line 10-col. 2 line 18): 

a) means (i.e. memory, controller) for receiving from a transceiver information 
which includes a transceiver user specified period of time and a user personal 
identification number (col. 4 lines 7-15, col. 4 lines 30-33, col. 4 lines 41-43, and 
col. 5 lines 44-48); 

b) means (controller) for transmitting to the transceiver an alert after the period of 
time has elapsed (col. 5 line 45-col. 6 line 10); and 

c) means (controller) for transmitting to the emergency service provider the 
information if the period of time has elapsed and the user's personal identification 
number has not been received (figures 1 , and 5, col. 6 line 6-1 1 , col. 6 lines 25- 
30, and col.7 lines 2-10). 

Regarding claim 12, Higdon discloses the apparatus of claim 11 wherein the 
means for receiving is a computer (controller) (see figure 2, col. 5 line 1-2, and col. 8 
lines 13-32). 
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Regarding claim 13, Higdon discloses the apparatus of claim 11 wherein the 
means (controller) for transmitting an alert and the means (i.e., wireless transceiver, 
cellular transceiver) for transmitting the information are telecommunications devices 
(col. 6 lines 6-10). 



Regarding claim 14, Higdon discloses the apparatus of claim 11 wherein the 
period of time is embodied in a code (col. 5 line 45-48). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. " Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Higdon in 
view of U.S Patent No. 5,223,844 to Paul Mansell (Mansell) et aL 
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Higdon discloses the method of claim 1 , however fails to disclose wherein the 
transceiver user must initiate a second transmission of information to the computer in 
order to prevent transmission between the computer and the emergency service 
provider. 

Mansell disclose wherein the transceiver (mobile unit) user must initiate a second 
transmission of information to the computer(control center) in order to prevent 
transmission between the computer and the emergency service provider (see figure 1, 
and col. 6 line 66- col. 7 line 7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the invention of Higdon with the teaching of Mansell for 
the purpose of requesting user confirmation before an action are taken. 

6. Claims 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S Patent No. 4,978,946 to Ken Nordholm (Nordholm) et al. in view of Higdon. 

Regarding claim 15, Nordhom discloses an apparatus for providing security to 
a user of a first means for transmitting, comprising (abstract): 

a) first means (first portable unit) for transmitting information which includes a 
user specified period of time and a user personal identification number (see figure 2, 
col. 1 lines 60-68, col. 2 lines 1-41, col. 3 lines 15-20, col. 3 lines 51-64, col. 4 lines 7- 
15, col. 5 lines 28-29, col. 5 lines 44-48, and col. 6 lines 9-33); and 

b) first means (transceiver in the second portable unit) for receiving an alert after 
the period of time has elapsed (col. 6 lines 9-33, and col. 7 lines 53-55). 
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However, Nordhom fails to specifically disclose transmitting information, which 
includes a user specified period of time. 

Higdon discloses a user specified period of time and a user personal 
identification number (see figure 2, col. 3 lines 15-20, col. 3 lines 51-64, col. 4 lines 7- 
15, col. 5 lines 28-29, and col. 5 lines 44-48). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the invention of Nordhom with the teaching of Higdon for 
the purpose of providing a personal security system that indicates a user's condition 
after a predetermined period of time. 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Nordhom and Higdon discloses the 

apparatus of claim 15 wherein the first means (first portable unit) for transmitting and 
the first means (second portable unit) of receiving are separate devices (Nordhom, see 
figure 11). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Nordhom and Higdon discloses the 

apparatus of claim 16 wherein the first means (second portable unit) for receiving is a 
cell phone (second portable unit) (Nordhom, see figure 11, col. 2 line 5-10). 

Regarding claim 18, Nordhom discloses the apparatus of claim 15, however 
fails to specifically disclose wherein the period of time is embodied in a code. 
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Higdon discloses wherein the period of time is embodied in a code (col. 5 lines 
45-48). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the invention of Nordhom with the teaching of Higdon by 
encoding the period of time for the purpose of security. 

Regarding claim 19, Nordhom discloses the apparatus of claim 15 further 
comprising: 

The apparatus of claim 15 further comprising: 

a) second means for receiving (other units in the system), from the first means 
for transmitting(radio transmitter in first portable unit), information which includes a user 
specified period of time and the user's personal identification number (col. 5 lines 25-30, 
and col.6 lines 22-33); 

b) second means for transmitting (i.e. position and motion sensor), to the first 
means for transmitting (radio transmitter in first portable unit), an alert that the period of 
time has elapsed (see figures 1 ,2,3,4,5 and 6, col. 5 lines 6-28, and col.6 lines 22-33); 
and 

c) third means for transmitting (central station), to an emergency service 
provider, the information if the period of time has elapsed and the user's personal 
identification number has not been received (col. 5 lines 6-28, and col.6 lines 22-33). 

However, Nordhom fails to specifically disclose a user specified period of time; 
and third means for transmitting, to an emergency service provider. 
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Higdon discloses a user specified period of time (see figure 2, col. 3 lines 15-20, 
col. 3 lines 51-64, col. 4 lines 7-15, col. 5 lines 28-29, and col. 5 lines 44-48); and third 
means (central monitoring station) for transmitting, to an emergency service provider 
(col. 1 line65-col.2 linel). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the invention of Nordhom with the teaching of Higdon for 
the purpose of providing security to a user by generating alarm signals to an emergency 
service provider without an intruder's knowledge. 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mansell 
in view of Higdon. 

Mansell discloses a method for providing security to a cell phone user comprising 
(abstract, col. 2 lines 26-60): 

a) entering information into a cell phone by pressing a series of keys, the 
information comprising in encoded form (keys) (col. 2 lines 39-60, col. 10 line 61-col. 11 
linel, col. 13 lines 24-25, col. 20 lines 20-30), 

i. at least one telephone number connecting to a computer server (control 
center) (see figure 1 , col. 2 lines 25-35 ), and 

b) transmitting the information from the cell phone to the computer server (control 
center) (col. 2 lines 26-54, col. 6 lines 61-66); 
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c) receiving a call on the cell phone from the computer server (control center) 
(col. 17 lines 40-68, col. 19 lines 30-34); and 

d) unless the cell phone user answers the call, transmitting a message from the 
computer server to an emergency service provider, wherein the message 
comprises at least one of the following (col. 7 lines 16-25, col. 8 lines 34-39): 

i. a request for help; 

ii. location data acquired by utilizing at least one of the following, 

1. global positioning systems (col. 7 lines 16-25), 

2. geographic information system, 

3. automatic number identification system, 

4. automatic location identification systems, or 

5. the cell phone user; 

iii. text data; 

iv. voice data, or 

v. a visual image, and wherein the emergency services provider is at least 
one of the following (see figure 1 ), 
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i. law enforcement, 

ii. fire department, 

iii. paramedics, or 

iv. military 

However, Mansell fails to disclose a cell phone user specified period of time; and 
receiving a call on the cell phone from the computer server (controller) after the period 
of time has elapsed and; 

enters a predetermined personal identification number into the cell phone, 
transmitting a message from the computer server(controller) to an emergency service 
provider. 

Higdon discloses a cell phone user specified period of time (col. 3 lines 15-20, 
col. 5 lines 44-48); 

receiving a call on the cell phone from the computer server (controller) after the 
period of time has elapsed(see figure 4, col. 6 lines 6-10); and 

entering a predetermined personal identification number into the cell phone, 
transmitting a message from the computer server to an emergency service provider(see 
figure 1, col. 2 lines 13-17, and col. 5 line 56-col. 6 line 11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the invention of Mansell with the teaching of Higdon for 
the purpose of securing a user, by generating an alarm signal after a predetermined 
time in the absence of user's identification number. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
communication method: 

U.S. Pat. No. 6765992 B2 to Brian Dawson (Dawson) 

U.S. Pat. No. 6771167 B1 to Kenneth E. Flick (Flick) 

U.S. Pat. No. 6819236 B2 to Makoto Kawai (Kawai et al.) 

U.S. Pat. No. 6175308 B1 to Erven Tallman (Tallman) 

U.S. Pat. No. 6373379 B1 to William T Frantz (Frantz) 

U.S. Pat. No. 5515419 to Eliezer A. Sheffer (Sheffer). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EMEM EKONG whose telephone number is 571 272 
8129. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 Mon-FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOSEPH FEILD can be reached on 571 272 4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on. access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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